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HIST 4560 MODERN CHINA 
FALL 2018 
WH 221 TR 9:30-10:50 a.m. 
 
Instructor: Professor Harold M. Tanner 
WH 225B 
Office hours TR 11:00-12:00 and by appointment (email or call to set up an appointment) 
htanner@unt.edu 
940-565-2288 
 
Teaching Assistant: Mr. Wenrui Zhong 
WH 211 
Office hours TR 3:30-4:30 
wenruizhong@my.unt.edu 
 
 
GOALS AND METHODOLOGY 
 
 In order to learn about the history of China in the modern era (defined as the eighteenth 
through the early twenty-first centuries), you will be asked to read extensively and to write 
reflectively and analytically about some of the assigned readings. Class time will be used for in-
class writing assignments, discussions, and lectures. You are encouraged to raise questions 
during class time in order to clarify issues that you may need help with. 
 Your main mode of engagement with the assigned readings and lecture materials will be 
through a series of writing assignments which you will turn in at regular intervals throughout 
the semester. Assessment of your learning will be based entirely on these writing assignments. 
 
There will be no mid-term, no final, and no quizzes. 
 
 The writing assignments will consist of nine Primary Source Analyses (PSAs) done at home, nine 
Write-to-learn exercises (done in class), three book reviews (done at home) and one 
argumentative paper which will be, in effect, the “capstone” of the course. Instructions for 
these writing assignments are included later in this syllabus. 
 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 
 
Use of electronic devices (cell phones, tablets, computers, games, headphones, earbuds etc.) 
for any purposes is prohibited. The purpose of class attendance is to listen to and make 
accurate notes on lectures, which provide material not covered in the readings. Extensive 
research shows that students learn and retain more when they take notes by hand, with a 
pen/pencil and paper. If you are interested in that research, here are a links to a few examples: 
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• https://hilt.harvard.edu/files/hilt/files/notetaking_0.pdf(Links to an external site.)Links 
to an external site. (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

• http://www.math.lsa.umich.edu/~krasny/math156_crlt.pdf(Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

• https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-
laptop/(Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. (Links to an external site.)Links 
to an external site. 

  
So—please turn off and put away all electronic devices. Exceptions will be made for students 
registered with the Office of Disabilities Accommodation whose accommodations require the 
use of electronic devices. 
 
 
DISABILITY STATEMENT 
 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 
specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty 
office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss 
such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For 
additional information see the Office of Disability Access website at https://disability.unt.edu/.   
  
The ADA liaison for the Department of History is Dr. Pomerleau (WH 234). 
 
ACCESS TO LECTURE POWERPOINTS 
 
Powerpoints used in lectures will be made available later the same day or the next day. 
However, the powerpoints will not be much help if you have not attended the lecture itself. 
There may not necessarily be a powerpoint for each class session. 
 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION AND ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Regular attendance, prior preparation (reading) and informed participation in class will be 
important to your success in this course. Attendance will be taken. 
 
Attendance counts for 2% of your final grade. Attendance will be taken at some point in class. 
The instructor reserves the right to count a student absent in cases where, in the instructor's 
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judgment, lateness to class or departure prior to the end of class lead to a student missing a 
significant part of the class time. 
 
During lectures, you are welcome to interrupt to ask questions—just raise your hand. 
Participation in terms of questions or observations relevant to the class discussion are 
welcome. In raising questions or making observations, or in responding to comments by other 
students, please observe courtesy and respect for others, and remain on topic. 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS FOR THIS COURSE 
 
The following required texts (listed in the order in which you will need them) are available at 
the bookstore in the Union or in Voertman’s. You may be able to get a better deal on those to 
be read later in the semester by ordering them online. Up to you—where you purchase your 
textbooks is your business. Just make sure that you get them on time! 
 
1. Tanner, Harold. China: A History: From the Great Qing Empire through the People’s Republic 
of China. Hackett Publishing. Paperback. (Note: royalties generated from sales of new copies at 
UNT bookstore and Voertman’s go directly to World Wildlife Fund—the author gets no financial 
benefit.) If you buy used, neither the author nor the publisher make any money. 
 
2. Shen Fu. Six Records of a Life Adrift. Hackett Publishing. 
 
3. Pa Chin. Family. Waveland Press 
 
4.Jiang Ji-li. Red Scarf Girl. HarperCollins 
 
 
ASSIGNED WORK 
 

Assignment Points Percentage of grade 
Attendance 20 2% 
Primary Source Analyses (PSAs) 9 @ 2% 20 each = 180 18% 
Write to Learns (WTLs) 9 @ 2% 20 each = 180 18% 
Book review on Shen Fu 120 12% 
Book review on Family 150 15% 
Book review on Red Scarf Girl 150 15% 
Final (Argumentative) paper 200 20% 
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WRITE TO LEARN GUIDELINES 
 
Given the central role of writing in the discipline of history, you will not be asked to fill in 
bubbles on exams in this class. Rather, over the course of the semester, you will be required to 
write nine (9) short essays in class. These short essays may ask you to comment knowledgably 
on an issue presented in your textbook reading, to summarize or analyze a primary document, 
or to write a micro-theme on an assigned topic related to course work. 
Each Write to Learn exercise will start at the beginning of class. If you are late, you will not get 
extra time. If you miss class for a legitimate, documented reason, a make-up will be scheduled. 
For each exercise, you will be given a primary source or an excerpt from the primary source, 
along with a brief paragraph of instructions for that particular write to learn assignment. You 
will be given around 10-15 minutes of time to write a one-page response. 
 
The Learn to Write assignments will be graded using a rubric, which you may see on the Canvas 
site for the course (click on one of the WTL assignments). 
 
PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS (PSA) GUIDELINES 
  
The assignment - Primary Source Analysis: (Worth a total of 20 points each)  
Each student will submit nine (9) primary source analyses (PSAs) throughout the course of the 
semester. Write a two (2) page PSA on one of the assigned primary source documents for each 
week in which a PSA is required. Each PSA will include the following elements: 
  

1. Summary: (worth 4 pts) Summarize the primary source document (NOT the translator’s 
introduction or any other introductory materials the reading may contain) in one (1) 
short, well-crafted paragraph. This paragraph must include a topic sentence which 
introduces the document (title, author (NOT the translator), time period, and main 
topic), and two or three supporting statements that note the main points of the 
document. Focus on the document. What is it? What does it say? Helpful Hint: The 
subject of a summary is the document itself. NOT the author; NOT the time or place of 
the document’s origin; NOT you. Craft your topic sentence accordingly. 

  
2. Analysis: (worth 4 pts) Make a claim. What does this document tell us about the history 

of the civilization under consideration? To do this well, select an aspect of the document 
to focus on, make a claim, and support that claim with evidence from the 
document. Helpful Hint: While many documents could be used to support multiple 
claims, pick one and delve into the topic in-depth. Simple claims (i.e., stating the 
obvious) will not be graded as favorably as more sophisticated claims. Think deeply 
about what the document can tell us about the people who created it. 

  
3. The Question: (worth 4 pts) Ask a short question of the document. Do not try to answer 

the question. Questions should illustrate intellectual curiosity about the document and 
its topics. 
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4. Correct Grammar (worth 4 pts) 
  

5. Clarity of Organization and Formatting (worth 4 pts) 
  
Requirements: 

• Must be typed using Times New Roman 12 point font 
  

• The three paragraphs of the PSA are independent of one another. 
  

• Do not attempt to integrate them into a single coherent paper. 
  

• Headings or other section labels are unnecessary; a paragraph break indicated by a 
blank line or line indent is sufficient. 

• Make sure that you are writing about the actual primary source—not about any 
introductory comments, analyses, or questions posed by an editor or translator. 

  
• Will be submitted in Canvas 

  
• Your PSA should be confined to information from the primary source document itself. It 

is neither necessary nor permitted to bring in outside materials for this assignment. 
Relying on or repeating observations from the introductory material or other 
commentary by the editor or translator of a primary source will have a negative effect 
on your grade. 

 
The PSA assignments will be graded using a rubric. You can find the rubric on the Canvas site for 
the course. (Click on one of the PSA assignments.) 
 
 
BOOK REVIEW INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Book reviews: some general points 
During this semester, you will be writing critical book reviews on three books. A critical book 
review is a reaction paper in which you, as the reviewer, analyze the strengths and weaknesses 
of the material and what the material can teach other prospective readers of the book. It is an 
essay in which you exercise your capacity for critical thinking and analysis: it is not an essay in 
which you simply “criticize” the book or the author for various shortcomings. Below are a few 
major points that you should bear in mind as you read each of the six books and write your 
book reviews. 
  
Understanding what a critical book review is 
When you write your book reviews, it is essential that you recognize that a critical book review 
is not a book report or a summary. A book review is an essay with both descriptive and 
analytical components, written for the benefit of a prospective reader of the book itself. The 
purpose of a critical book review is twofold. The reviewer wishes, first, to inform the reader as 
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to the nature, scope and context of the book under consideration. More important, the 
reviewer seeks to present an evaluation of the book and what it can teach a prospective reader. 
In so far as is possible, the review should be objective; it should be an evaluation based upon 
evidence and examples presented in the review and not upon such subjective criteria as 
personal likes and dislikes. Evidence should be drawn from the book and can consist of direct 
references to the text, giving specific page numbers, or well-chosen quotes (again, citing the 
page number). 
 
1. Reading the Book 
When writing your book reviews, you need to begin with some questions. In fact, you should 
have these questions in mind BEFORE you start reading each book, and then be looking for 
answers as you read. There are many questions that you might start with. If you ask yourself 
these and other pertinent questions before you begin to read, you will be in a good position to 
evaluate the book. 
Here are some basics: 
 

• What kind of a book is this? Is it a research monograph? A novel? A collection of of 
interviews? A piece of journalism? 

• Who wrote or edited the book and why? 
• If the book was translated, who translated it and why? 
• Does the book have a preface, introduction, or appendix written by an editor and/or 

translator? If so, again, who wrote it and why? How does it relate to the rest of the 
book, what does it add? 

• What places or places and period or periods of time is the book produced in, set in, or 
telling you about? 

• How can you best describe this book to an educated person who has not read it and 
does not know anything about the specific thing or things, events, places, or people that 
the book is dealing with? 

• What information and (perhaps more importantly) impressions or points of view can a 
prospective reader pick up from reading this book? 

 
2. Preparing to Write the Review 
  
Once you have read the book, determined its purpose, and once you have evaluated it, you are 
ready to write your review. Decide on the central point your review will make—in other words, 
find a theme or an argument that will serve as the centerpiece, the tent-pole, the organizing 
principle of your review. Write an introductory paragraph containing the title and author(s) 
and, if relevant the translators and/or editors of the book, a sentence about each of these 
people, a brief description of the book's contents, and an indication of what your review will 
say. The following two or three paragraphs (i.e. the body of the review) will probably contain 
statements about the content of the book and the answers to such of the above (section II of 
this handout) questions as are pertinent to the book. 
At the end, write a concluding paragraph in which you present a summary of your review's 
most important points. 
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For some descriptions of how to write an book review, see the following websites: 

• https://apps.carleton.edu/curricular/history/resources/study/criticalbookreview/ (Links 
to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

• https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center/guides/book-review (Links 
to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

• https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/book-reviews/ (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

  
3. Citation 
  
At the top of the first page of your review, give a full citation for the book read. For example: 
  
Thomson, David. World History From 1914 to 1968. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1969. 
I do not require you to use a specific citation system in the body of your essay. I do require you 
to choose a citation system and to use it consistently and correctly. Here are a few sources: 
 

• http://pitt.libguides.com/citationhelp (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
• https://style.mla.org (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 
• http://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=341448&p=2808823 (Links to an external site.)Links 

to an external site. 
  

4. Finishing up 
 

The last paragraph of your review should contain a summary of your review and a clear 
statement that conveys your overall opinion.  It is common to make a statement such as: 
 

• This book delivered on its promise because . . . 
• This book was a disappointment because . . . 
• This book conveys a picture of . . . 
• This book will change the reader’s understanding of . . . 

 
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Each of your book reviews should be three to five pages in length (double-spaced, 
standard margins, 12-point font). Page count does not include any bibliography or 
sources cited page or title page (neither of which is needed anyhow). 

2. Upload your review to Canvas by the due date/time. 
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ARGUMENTATIVE PAPER GUIDELINES 
  

• October 25: Prospectus due 
• December 13: Paper due 
• Length: 2000-2500 words (8-10 pages), not including Works Cited 
• You must include a “Works Cited” page in a cite form that corresponds to your use 

EITHER of correct Turabian form for footnotes OR of correct MLA format for in-text 
(parenthetical) 

  
As the capstone for this course, you will conduct research and write an essay of 8-10 pages in 
length arguing a position on a topic of your choice (with the professor’s approval) that is within 
the scope of “Modern China.” This assignment is not a mere report of research, but it requires 
you to use the type of critical thinking skills that you have developed in your primary source 
analysis assignments to state a claim (or thesis) and to support and develop it through the 
presentation and analysis of evidence. 
  
You will be graded on your ability to present an informed, effective argument that 
demonstrates your understanding of the subject, displays your research into its issues, 
effectively uses primary and secondary source material (in summary, paraphrase, and cogent 
quotations), and reaches logical, substantiated conclusions based on well-organized and 
subordinated claims. 
  
In researching and writing the paper, you are expected to draw on the primary sources and 
other resources available within the Canvas site for the course (there is a folder of primary 
sources for each class session). Evidence from primary sources should be the foundation of your 
paper. You may cite the other assigned readings for the course and the textbook, but these 
should be regarded as supplements to, and absolutely not as replacements for primary sources. 
You should be extremely cautious about consulting or citing other sources, particularly random 
websites which may be of questionable reliability. 
  
  
The Prospectus 
  
Though this part of the argumentative paper is ungraded, it gives us a chance to discuss your 
proposed topic. For example, we can advise you well before the paper’s due date if we think 
that a proposed topic is not workable or needs tweaking, or we might be able to direct you to 
some resources on your topic. Since the argumentative paper is 20% of your grade, you neglect 
this opportunity for feedback at your own peril. 
  
A prospectus should introduce an issue, laying out both its importance (why the paper is worth 
your time to write it and our time to read it) and your stance (the thesis). If you don’t yet know 
your stance on the issue, then you should present your research question. Briefly outline your 
intended argument, including your reasoning and evidence. Also, describe the research and the 
sources that will go into your argument. 
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Keep it brief—1/2 to 1 page. 
The prospectus should be emailed to the instructor and/or the teaching assistant as a Word 
document. 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PLAGIARISM 
 
Academic integrity emanates from a culture that embraces the core values of trust and honesty 
necessary for full learning to occur. As a student-centered public research university, the 
University of North Texas promotes the integrity of the learning process by establishing and 
enforcing academic standards. Academic dishonesty breaches the mutual trust necessary in an 
academic environment and undermines all scholarship. See UNT Policy 06.003. You can find 
that policy here: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003. 
 
Therefore, students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that 
particular assignment, or, in a particularly egregious case, may (at the instructor's discretion) 
receive a grade of “F” for the course. Additionally, the instructor may choose to report the 
incident to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT 
catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized 
assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources 
beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving 
problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or 
other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual 
submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class 
without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a 
student an unfair advantage. The term "plagiarism" includes but is not limited to: a. the 
knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished 
work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or 
negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in 
the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Module 2 Historical background of Modern China: Course schedule, reading and other 
assignments 

Session Lecture topic Textbook reading Writing assignment 

1. Aug. 28 Introduction, geography, cultural 
background 1-15  

2. Aug. 30 
Historical background—through 
Ming dynasty & rise of the 
Manchus 

16-30 WTL #1 
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Module 3 The Rise and Fall of the Great Qing Empire: Course schedule, reading and other 
assignments 
  

Session Lecture topic Textbook reading Writing assignments 

3. Sep. 4 
Building the Qing Empire: the Shunzhi, 
Yongzheng, Kangxi and Qianlong 
reigns 

33-45 PSA #1 

4. Sep. 6 Governing the Empire: Examinations 
and Officials 45-52 

Book review #1 (Six 
Records) due 11:59 
p.m. Sunday Sep. 9 

5. Sep. 11 Family, culture and religion in the late 
Qing 52-60  

6. Sep. 13 The troubles of empire: structural 
weaknesses and foreign trade 60-68 WTL #2 

7. Sep. 18 The Opium War 72-79 PSA #2 

8. Sep. 20 Mid-Century Rebellions 79-87  

9. Sep. 25 Self-Strengthening and the 1898 
Reform Movement 87-96 PSA #3 

10. Sep. 27 The Boxer War, Late Qing Reform, and 
Revolutionary Movements 96-105 WTL #3 
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Module 4 The Republic of China: Course schedule, reading, and other assignments 
  

Session Lecture topic Textbook reading Assignments 

11. Oct. 2 Reform, revolution, and the end of 
the Qing empire 111-117 PSA #4 

12. Oct. 4 The presidency of Yuan Shikai 117-123  

13. Oct. 9 The New Culture Movement and 
WWI 123-132 WTL #4 

14. Oct. 11 
The Comintern and the 
establishment of Leninist political 
parties in China 

132-137  

15. Oct. 16 War and nationalism: the May 
30thMovement 137-144 PSA #5 

16. Oct. 18 The Northern Expedition 149-155 
Book review #2 
(Family) due 11:59 
p.m. Oct. 21. 

17. Oct. 23 The Nanjing Decade 155-165 WTL #5 

18. Oct. 25 Japanese Imperialism and the Anti-
Japanese War 165-176 WTL #6 

19. Oct. 30 The Communist Party and the Civil 
War 176-187 PSA #6 
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Module 5 The People’s Republic of China: Course schedule, readings, and other assignments 

Session Lecture topic Textbook reading Assignments due 

20. Nov. 1 
Leaning to one side and resisting 
America: the early years of the 
People’s Republic 

193-201 WTL  #7 

21. Nov. 6 Building socialism in China 202-204 PSA #7 

22. Nov. 8 The Great Leap Forward 204-211  

23. Nov. 13 The retreat from radicalism 211-217 
Book review #3 (Red 
Scarf Girl) due 11:59 
p.m. Nov. 14 

24. Nov. 15 Mao’s last act: The Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution 217-228 WTL #8 

25. Nov. 20 The post-Mao years: political 
struggle, economic reform 234-242 PSA #8 

Nov. 22 Thanksgiving vacation   

26. Nov. 27 Democracy movements and human 
rights 242-252 WTL  #9 

27. Nov. 29 Deepening Reform, Transforming 
Everyday Life 252-264  

28. Dec. 4 China on the Global Stage, late 20th-
early 21st c. 264-270 PSA #9 

29. Dec. 6 Current issues relating to China n/a  
 

 


